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INTRODUCTION

Downtown Sault Ste. Marie has always been economically,
socially, and culturally valuable to our community. Over the

past few decades, our downtown has faced challenges
resulting from development outside the core, the

ascendancy of big box stores, and the relocation of
employment centres.

In 2006, the City released its first Downtown Development
Strategy with the objective of enhancing the public realm

and catalyzing private sector investment. Since 2006,
momentum continues to build; building permit values

of commercial and residential properties totaled over $84
million from 2006-2016. Nevertheless, systemic challenges
including vacancies, establishing a resilient neighbourhood,

and cultivating a sense of place act as barriers to sustainable
prosperity. This strategy seeks to eliminate these systemic

challenges, endeavouring to establish long-term positive
impacts.



THE VISION

More than a main street - a 'true' neighbourhood

An authentic place

A '24/7' neighbourhood

Entertainment and cultural centre of the city

Marketplace shopping experience

Well-connected place

Safe place



THE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Downtown SSM will be the geographic focal point of the City's transition from
a predominantly industrial economy to one focused on knowledge and creative

sectors. The global shift from manufacturing-based industries has made it
imperative for Sault Ste. Marie to diversify its economy. Investing in our

downtown is absolutely critical to achieving this objective. The downtown
is the city's most diversified, mixed-use, compact, and iconic neighbourhood

with the highest proportion of locally-owned businesses and knowledge
workers. As investment and people become increasingly mobile, enhancing

the quality of place is essential to expanding our local creative clusters
and retaining our community's youth. This strategy seeks to enhance these
unique attributes to cultivate sustainable, locally-based, innovation-focused

prosperity. 





KEY DIRECTIONS
The following key directions organize the strategy. They represent an

overarching foundation and are substantiated with action
items. Implementing measures associated with these key directions

endeavour to address systemic challenges and create the ideal
ecosystem for economic diversification and prosperity. 

PRESERVE
DOWNTOWN AS
COMMERCIAL,

ADMINISTRATIVE &
CULTURAL CORE

DEVELOP A VIBRANT
RESIDENTIAL

NEIGHBOURHOOD

ENCOURAGE ACTIVE
USE OF DOWNTOWN

SPACES

FACILITATE
BEAUTIFUL STREETS
AND OPEN SPACES 

IMPROVE MOBILITY
AND LINKAGES

ENSURE STRONG,
COHESIVE

LEADERSHIP 
















